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Fire Management 

Update: FWS Response to Hurricane Frances and Hurricane Ivan
Date: September 8, 2004  Time: 2100 EST
Contact: Karen Miranda Gleason, 208-387-5891

Background:  Hurricane Frances, downgraded to a tropical storm after crossing the Florida Panhandle, has required a major interagency incident response effort in the last several days. In addition, prepositioning of emergency operational resources is also occurring for response to Hurricane Ivan, currently a Category 4 hurricane headed toward Florida this weekend. States affected by these incidents include Georgia, Florida, South Carolina, West Virginia, Kentucky, Alabama, Tennessee, and North Carolina, with over 73,000 evacuated residents currently being housed in emergency shelters. 

More than 3,000 FWS employee are qualified through the Incident Command System to support wildland fire and other emergency incidents. FWS staff from four regions are currently supporting these incidents.       

FWS Response: A total of 52 incident-qualified FWS employees from the Southeast, Southwest, Midwest, and California are providing a variety of skills to support response to Hurricane Frances. This includes 19 firefighters and fire managers; 13 Community Relations Officers (refuge managers, assistant refuge managers, and law enforcement specialists); 3 Incident Commanders, 3 Information Officers, and 4 other command staff positions; 4 dispatchers; and 6 staff providing other management or technical support. 

The FWS stations below are providing the following resources to Hurricane Frances. (“Type” of position indicates level of complexity, 1 being highest). In addition, Fire Management Officer Tony Wilder from Mississippi Sandhill Crane National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) has organized an FWS response team in preparation for Hurricane Ivan on the west side of Florida; Fire Management Officer Fred Wetzel from Okefenokee NWR has organized a similar team for the east side of the state.

Southeast (Region 4)

Regional Office 

· 3 Dispatchers (dispatch recorder, support dispatcher and coordinator for expanded dispatch)
· 3 Technical Specialists (Community Relations Officers)
· 1 Information Officer (Type 2)
· 1 Liaison Officer
· 1 Safety Officer (Type 2)
· 1 Planning Section Chief (Type 1)
Mississippi Sandhill Crane NWR (Mississippi)

· 1 Incident Commander (Type 2)

· 1 Information Officer (Type 3)

· 3 Firefighters (Type 2)

· 1 Advanced Firefighter/Squad Boss (Type 1)

· 1 Dozer Boss 

· 1 Supply Unit Leader
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Castle Rock NWR (South Carolina)

· 2 Firefighters (Type 2)

· 1 Advanced Firefighter/Squad Boss (Type 1)

· 1 Helicopter Manager

· 1 Task Force Leader 

· 1 Technical Specialist (Community Relations Officer)

· 3 pieces of equipment (excavator, dump truck, trailer van)

Okefenokee NWR (Georgia)

· 1 Incident Commander (Type 3)
· 1 Information Officer (Type 3)
· 1 Helicopter Boss
· 1 Helicopter Crew Manager
· 1 Ordering Manager
· 1 Cost Unit Leader
· 1 Time Unit Leader
Savannah Coastal Refuges (Georgia)

· 1 Technical Specialist (Community Relations Officer)

· 1 Crew Boss

· 1 Division/Group Supervisor

Ace Basin NWR (South Carolina)

· 1 Advanced Firefighter)/Squad Boss (Type 1)

· 1 Technical Specialist (Community Relations Officer)

Cape Romain NWR (South Carolina)

· 1 Technical Specialist (Community Relations)
Merritt Island NWR (Florida)

· 1 Coordinator – Expanded Dispatch

Alligator River NWR (North Carolina)

· 1 Technical Specialist (Community Relations Officer)

Roanoke River NWR (North Carolina)

· 1 Technical Specialist (Community Relations)

Piedmont NWR (Georgia)

· 1 Technical Specialist (Community Relations Officer)
Clark’s River NWR (Kentucky)

· 1 Purchasing Agent 
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Southwest Region (Region 2)

Regional Office

· 1 Incident Commander (Type 1)

· 1 Technical Specialist (Community Relations Officer)

Buenos Aires NWR (Arizona)

· 2 Division/Group Supervisors

· 1 Technical Specialist (Community Relations Officer)

Southern Texas Refuge Complex

· 1 Division/Group Supervisor
· 1 Security Specialist
Balcones Canyon NWR (Texas)

· 1 Air Support Group Supervisor

Great Lakes – Big Rivers (Region 3)
Big Stone NWR (Minnesota)

· 1 Technical Specialist (Community Relations Officer)

California-Nevada Operations (Region 1/CNO Office)

San Diego NWR (California)

· 1 Deputy Incident Commander
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